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of the souls of men, as the Way to immortality, as the
Vine or Life-tree of humanity. And if we refuse to
believe that he used those words, we cannot deny, with-
out rejecting all the evidence before us, that he used
words which have substantially the same meaning. We
cannot deny that he commanded men to leave everything
and attach themselves to him ; that he declared himself
king, master, and judge of men; that he promised to
give rest to all the weary and heavy-laden ; that he
instructed his followers to hope for life from feeding on
his body and blood.

But it is doubly surprising to observe that these
enormous pretensions were advanced by one whose
special peculiarity, not only among his contemporaries
but among the remarkable men that have appeared
before and since, was an almost feminine tenderness and
humility. This characteristic was remarked, as we have
seen, by the Baptist, and Christ himself was fully con-
scious of it. Yet so clear to him was his own dignity
and infinite importance to the human race as an objec-
tive fact with which his own opinion of himself had
nothing to do, that in the same breath in which he
asserts it in the most unmeasured language, he alludes,
apparently with entire unconsciousness, to his humility.
" Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me \ for I am
meek and lowly of heart" And again, when speaking
to his followers of the arrogance of the Pharisees, he
says, " They love to be called Rabbi; but be not you
called Rabbi: for one is your master-, even Christ."

Who is the humble man ? It is he who resists with
special watchfulness and success the temptations which
the conditions of his life may offer to exaggerate his own